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Abstract, continued

1. Purpose:  The purpose of this study is to compare two procedures for providing corrective feedback to students with moderate cognitive impairments who are learning sight words.  In particular, we are interested in determining the relative effectiveness of providing whole-word error correction immediately after the error is made (trial-by-trial) and providing the same correction after the student has read the complete set of words (delayed).  Data will be gathered to determine which correction method allows students to learn the words most quickly, and to determine which correction method allows students to retain what they have learned over time.

2. Sample characteristics:  The student sample will include 8 students with moderate cognitive disabilities, ages 8 to 10.  It is assumed that about half of the participants will be boys and about half of the participants will be girls.  Student ethnic background and health status are anticipated to be representative of the overall population of children in this geographical area.

3. Inclusion criteria:  Participants will be selected from self-contained classes for students with moderate to severe disabilities in two local schools.  To be included in the study, students will have to have an IQ between 55 and 70.  They will have to know all consonant sounds, and read instructionally at the primer level or higher.  We are interested in studying students with moderate cognitive impairments because there is little research on instructional strategies for literacy for this population.  

4. Relationships:  The investigator has no known relationship with the students and parents included in this study.  She may have relationships with the teachers and administrators at one school that may be included in the study because she worked there part-time for a year. It is expected that she will not have relationships with the teachers or administrators at the second school.

Protocol – Involving Human Participation

1. Benefits:  There are no direct benefits to participants in this study.  Anticipated benefits include the potential for learning sight words, which is a critical component for building reading skill and fluency for beginning readers.  The study may add to the general knowledge of literacy instruction for students with moderate cognitive impairments.

2. Recruitment:  Participants will be recruited through the participating school district.  The school district will be asked to identify schools that have programs serving elementary students with moderate cognitive impairments.  The investigator will then meet with administrators and teachers in these schools to describe overall project goals.  Administrators and teachers who agree to participation in the study will be asked to identify students who meet the study criteria.  Parents of those students will be contacted via a letter sent home with their child and a follow-up phone call to set up a meeting to explain the study and solicit participation.

3. Informed Consent Procedures:  Teachers of students with moderate cognitive impairments in those schools identified by the school district will be recruited.  After learning about the project goals and requirements, teachers will be asked to sign two copies of consent forms approved by the George Mason University Institutional Review Board.  Teachers will keep one copy for their records, and return the other to project staff.  Project staff will set up and conduct individual meetings with parents and students to discuss the project.  Interpreters will be used for parents whose first language is not English.  At those meetings, parents will be asked to sign two copies of an approved parental Informed Consent form – one for their records, one for ours.  The student Informed Assent document will be read aloud to students and explained.  Students will then be asked to give verbal assent, and their parents will be asked to sign two copies of the student Informed Assent form verifying that their child gave his or her consent to participate in the study.  Project staff or the classroom teacher will also sign the student Informed Assent forms as a witness that the student did, in fact, give verbal assent for participation in the study.  One copy of the student Informed Assent form will be kept by the parents for their records, the other will be returned to project staff.  All children with approved parent consent and student assent will be participants in the research study.  Project staff will be available to speak with any individuals concerning the project.

4. Compensation:  No compensation will be provided to study participants.  Participants will not receive course credit for participating in the research study.

5. Informed consent of minors:  (See #3 above) Project staff will meet individually with each student and his or her parents to discuss the overall goals of the study, and to explain the information on the Informed Consent forms.  Interpreters will be used as needed.  Parents will be asked to sign two copies of the form, retaining one for their records, and returning one to project staff.  Parents may sign the form at the meeting, or take it home for further consideration.  Students will be asked to provide their verbal assent for participation, and that assent will be verified by their parents and a witness (e.g., project staff conducting the information session).  Parents will be asked to sign the two copies of their child’s Informed Consent form.  One copy of the form will be returned to project staff, and one copy of the form will be kept by parents for their records.  If parents do not wish to have their child give verbal assent at the initial meeting, they may do so at a later time in the presence of the classroom teacher who may act a witness.  All children with approved parent consent and student assent will be participants in the research.  Project staff will be available to speak with any individual concerning the project.

6. What participants will be asked to do:  Participants in this study will be asked to actively participate in daily sight word instruction 5 days per week for 4 weeks.  Each instructional session is expected to last approximately 10 minutes.  During each session, students will work one-on-one with the classroom teacher.  Each week, students will be given individualized sight word lists of 10 words.  The potential words for these lists will be determined by the classroom teacher, based on students’ needs, and pre-testing will be done to ensure that all words included in the study are words students cannot already read.  Words will be written on index cards, with one word on each card.  Five words will be randomly assigned to each correction condition by project staff, and a mark will be made on the back of the card indicating which condition the word is in. 

Instruction sessions will include five rounds of practice on that week’s set of 10 words.  The first round will be an introductory round on the first day, and a next-day test on days two through five.  Three instructional rounds will follow.  During those rounds, immediate feedback will be provided to students on five of the words, and delayed feedback will be provided to students on the other five words.  For the five words marked as being in the immediate correction condition, the teacher will correct misread words as soon as the error is made, before moving on to the next word in the set.  Specifically, the teacher will say, “No, this word is ____.  What word?”  If the student misreads the word again, the teacher will say, “No, we’ll try this word later.”

If the student misreads a word marked as being in the delayed correction condition, the teacher will not immediately correct the student’s error.  Instead, the teacher will set the card aside.  When the student has finished reading all 10 words in that round, the teacher will review the missed words with the student.  Specifically, she will say, “This word is ___.  What word?”  If the student does not respond correctly, the teacher will say, “No, this word is ___.  What word?”  If the student gives a second incorrect response, the teacher will say, “No, we’ll try this word later.”  

To ensure that words (and correction conditions) are displayed in a random order within the set of 10 sight words, the index cards will be shuffled after each round.  The last round of the day will be the same-day test.  No prompting will be given to students on next-day and same-day tests.  At the end of the session, students will be praised for following directions.  In addition to same-day and next-day tests, maintenance tests will be given one week and two weeks after words are learned.

Data sources include student scores on same-day, next-day, and one- and two-week maintenance tests.  Research staff will also calculate the percentage of words read correctly during instructional sessions, as well as the percentages of words read correctly after one remedial prompt and after two remedial prompts.  Existing archival student demographic data will be collected, including:  gender, age, race, disability status, IQ scores, reading level, IEP goals related to reading, and ESOL status. Instructional sessions will be videotaped to ensure reliability in the collection of these data.  All data will be used strictly for the purposes of this research.

If students in experimental classes do not have signed consent and assent forms, they will not participate in instruction.  The classroom teacher may chose to provide an alternative type of sight word instruction for these students, but data will not be gathered for this study, nor will those sessions be videotaped.

7. Confidentiality:  The confidentiality of information collected by all participants will be guaranteed.  Participants will be assured that all data collected will be identified in terms of a coded identification number.  Data will be kept in a file cabinet in a locked office.  Participants will be informed orally and in writing that they may withdraw from the study at any time without negative consequences.  Sight word research will be conducted by the students’ classroom teachers, and will be conducted in a friendly, non-intimidating, and supportive environment.  

8. Potential risk:  There are no invasive procedures involved and no potential physical, social, or legal risks to the participants as a result of participation in this study.

9. Videotapes:  All instructional session will be videotaped to ensure fidelity of treatment, and accuracy of data collection.  All participants, including teachers, students, and parents will be informed of this during the informed consent process.  All videotapes will be kept in locked file cabinets in a locked office.  They will be used only for purposes of this study and will then be destroyed.

10. Participants will not be misinformed and/or uniformed about the true nature of this project.

 INFORMED CONSENT: Provide appropriate Proposed Informed Consent document(s).

See Guidelines for Informed Consent and Model Informed Consent Document for additional information.

(See attached Informed Consent documents.)

INSTRUMENTS: Submit a copy of each instrument/tool you will use and provide a brief description of its characteristics and development. Submit scripts if information and/or questions are conveyed verbally.

(See attached Informed Consent documents.)

APPROVAL FROM COOPERATING INSTITUTION/ORGANIZATION:

If a cooperating institution/organization provides access to its patients/students/clients/ employees/etc. for participant recruitment or provides access to their records, submit written evidence of the institution/organization human subjects approval of the project.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: If research involves use of existing records, please see guidelines on following page.

Revised March 2005

PROTOCOL – Involving Existing Records

1.   Description:  Information from existing school records will be obtained, including:  Demographic information (e.g., age, gender, race), disability status, IQ scores, reading level, IEP goals related to reading, and ESOL status.

2.   Permission: Consent from parents and students will be obtained through the Informed Consent procedures outlined above.  Copies of Informed Consent documents are attached.
3.   Maintaining confidentiality:  All data collected in this study will be confidential.  All person-identified data will be coded so that no one, including individual students, teachers, schools, or districts can be identified.  All data will be kept in locked offices.

4.   Describe what you are extracting from the data set:  These data will be used to:  (a) determine participation in the study (i.e., IQ scores, reading level); and (b) describe the participants (e.g., demographic data, disability status, reading level, IEP goals and ESOL status).   
Contact Information:

Margo Mastropieri and Sara Mills

(703) 993-4136; (703) 931-1728

Email:  mmastrop@gmu.edu; smills5@gmu.edu
Teacher Permission for Participation in Research:  Informed Consent

Project Title:  Sight Word Instruction

RESEARCH PROCEDURES
This research is being conducted to determine the relative effectiveness of two different correction techniques for teaching sight words to students with moderate cognitive impairments.  If you agree to participate, you will be asked to attend a 30 minute training session and practice the techniques with at least two students who will not be participating in the study.  After training is complete, you will be asked to select appropriate sight words for each student to learn.  Next, you will conduct daily sight word instruction with individual students for 4 weeks, using the two correction techniques.  Each student session will last approximately 10 minutes.  During instruction, you will be asked to record correct and incorrect student responses.  Each instructional session will be videotaped.  These video tapes will be used solely for the research purposes associated with this project.  
RISKS
There are no foreseeable risks for participating in this research. 

BENEFITS
There are no benefits to you as a participant other than to further research in effective literacy instruction for students with moderate cognitive impairments.   Your students may benefit by increasing their sight word vocabulary, which, in turn, may improve their reading skills.

CONFIDENTIALITY
The data in this study will be confidential. All data and materials will be secured in offices available to project staff.  Personally identifiable data will be coded so that no one, including individual students, teachers, schools, or districts can be identified. 

PARTICIPATION
Your participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw from the study at any time and for any reason. If you decide not to participate or if you withdraw from the study, there is no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. There are no costs to you or any other party.

CONTACT
This research is being conducted by Margo Mastropieri from the College of Education and Human Development at George Mason University, and Sara Mills, a graduate student at George Mason University.  Margo may be reached at 703-933-4236, and Sara may be reached at 703-931-1728 for questions or to report a research-related problem.  You may contact the George Mason University Office of Research Subject Protections at 703-993-4121 if you have questions or comments regarding your rights as a participant in the research.

This research has been reviewed according to George Mason University procedures governing your participation in this research. 

CONSENT
I have read this form and agree to participate in this study.

__________________________
Name
__________________________
Date of Signature 

_____  I agree to video taping.

_____  I do not agree to video taping.

Version date:  3/18/08
Contact Information:

Margo Mastropieri and Sara Mills

(703) 993-4136; (703) 931-1728

Email:  mmastrop@gmu.edu; smills5@gmu.edu

Parent Permission for Participation in Research:  Informed Consent

Project Title:  Sight Word Instruction

RESEARCH PROCEDURES
We are conducting a research study to find out which of two different methods is the most effective way to teach sight words to students.  Some students in your child’s class will be participating in our study.  Students who participate will work one-on-one with the teacher for about 10 minutes each day to learn new sight words.  Your child’s teacher will help select the words your child is learning so that the words may be meaningful and useful for your child.  No additional practice on these words will be required outside of this instructional time.  We will be observing some of these sessions and videotaping them to find out which teaching method helps students learn new words most quickly and which method helps them remember what they have learned over time.  The instructional sessions will last for 4 weeks.

In addition to the sight word instruction, we will also be collecting some data from your child’s school record.  This will help us understand your child’s individual reading skills and needs.  Specifically, we will look at:  demographic data, like age and gender; reading and IQ test scores; IEP goals related to reading; and whether or not your child participates in the English for Speaker of Other Languages (ESOL) program.  This information will be kept confidential and secure at all times.  It will only be viewed by project staff.  

RISKS
There are no foreseeable risks for participating in this research. 

BENEFITS
There are no benefits to you, but your child may benefit by increasing his or her sight word vocabulary.  This may help improve your child’s reading skills.  Additionally, there may be benefits to knowledge about effective literacy instruction for students with moderate cognitive impairments.   

CONFIDENTIALITY
The data in this study will be confidential. All data and materials will be secured in offices available to project staff.  Personally identifiable data will be coded so that no one, including individual students, teachers, schools, or districts can be identified.   At the completion of this project, all information and materials we collect will be destroyed, including videotapes.

PARTICIPATION
Your child’s participation is voluntary, and he or she may withdraw from the study at any time and for any reason.  If your child decides not to participate or if he or she withdraws from the study, there is no penalty or loss of benefits to which he or she is otherwise entitled. It will not affect your child’s grades.  There are no costs to you or your child.

CONTACT
This research is being conducted by Margo Mastropieri from the College of Education and Human Development at George Mason University, and Sara Mills, a graduate student at George Mason University.  Margo may be reached at 703-933-4236, and Sara may be reached at 703-931-1728 for questions or to report a research-related problem.  You may contact the George Mason University Office of Research Subject Protections at 703-993-4121 if you have questions or comments regarding your rights as a participant in the research.

This research has been reviewed according to George Mason University procedures governing your participation in this research. 

CONSENT
I have read this form and agree to allow my child to participate in this study.

__________________________
Name
__________________________
Date of Signature 

_____  I agree to video taping.

_____  I do not agree to video taping.

Version date:  3/18/08

Contact Information:

Margo Mastropieri and Sara Mills

(703) 993-4136; (703) 931-1728

Email:  mmastrop@gmu.edu; smills5@gmu.edu

Student Permission for Participation in Research:  Informed Consent

Project Title:  Sight Word Instruction

RESEARCH PROCEDURES
We are trying to find out the best way to teach new words to children who are learning to read, like you.  We would like you to help us.  If you decide you want to try this, we will ask you to work with your teacher for a few minutes every day to learn some new words.  You will have to work on it a little bit every day for 4 weeks.  You will not have to work on the words at home or during other times of the day.  

Sometimes we will come to watch how your teacher teaches you.  We also would like to videotape you working with your teacher.  We would like to ask your teacher about your reading, and look at some of the work you have already done in school.

RISKS AND BENEFITS
We do not think anything bad will happen to you if you do this.  You will not get any special rewards or money if you do this.  You may help us find out how to help other children learn to read better.

CONFIDENTIALITY
We will not use your name when we tell other people what we learn about teaching reading.  We will never tell anyone who you are or show them the videotapes of your work.

PARTICIPATION
You do not have to do this if you do not want to.  If you change your mind after you start and decide that you do not want us to look at your reading, that is no problem.  We will not get mad at you, and nothing bad will happen to you.  Even if you do not want to work on our project, you will still read with your teacher like you always do.

CONTACT
Our names are Margo Mastropieri and Sara Mills.  We work at George Mason University.  If you have any questions about what we are doing, your parents can help you call us, or you can talk to us when we come to your classroom each week.

The people at George Mason University know about our project, and they said it is okay for us to do it.  Your parents can help you call them if you have any questions about what we are doing.

CONSENT
Ms. Mills has read this to me and answered my questions.  I would like to try this reading program.



_________________________




Your Name








_________________________                                                                                      Date of Signature

_____  It is okay to video tape me.

_____  It is not okay to video tape me.

_____________________________ 


_____________________________  Parent







Witness
_____________________________ 


_____________________________  Date of Signature





Relationship to Student 

_____________________________Date of Signature

Version date:  3/18/08




I certify that the information provided for this project is correct and that no other procedures will be used in this protocol.  I agree to conduct this research as described in the attached supporting documents.  I will request and receive approval from the HSRB for changes prior to implementing these changes.  I will comply with the HSRB policy for the conduct of ethical research.  I will be responsible for ensuring that the work of my co-investigator(s)/student researcher(s) complies with this protocol.





_____________________________________________________			______________________________


	Principal Investigator Signature     				                      Date





ABSTRACT:  The abstract must appear here.  Use a separate sheet for continuation. Refer to the guidelines on the reverse side. 


We propose to study the relative effects of providing immediate whole-word error correction and delayed whole-word error correction to students with moderate cognitive impairments learning sight words.  In particular, we are interested in finding out which correction procedure allows students to learn unknown words most quickly, and which procedure helps them retain newly learned words over time.  Using an alternating treatments design, we will teach students an individualized list of 10 new sight words each week.  For five of these words, whole-word error correction will be provided immediately after a word is misread.  For the other five words in the set, the same whole-word error correction will be provided after all words have been read.   We will collect and analyze data on how many words students read correctly without correction, with one correction, and with two corrections.  We will also collect and analyze data on student retention after one week, and after two weeks.





(Abstract continued on following page.)





The proposed research will involve the following (check all that apply): 





VULNERABLE POPULATION:


    __Fetuses/Abortuses/Embryos


    __Pregnant women


    __Prisoners 


    __Minors


    _X_Mentally retarded/disabled


    __Emotionally disabled


    __Physically disabled


    __Psychology undergrad pool 


    __Other:�



PERSON IDENTIFIABLE DATA:


  __ Audio taping


  _X_ Video taping


  __ Data collected via email


  __ Data collected via internet 


  __ Confidential electronic records


  _X_ Coded data linked to individuals 


  __ Human biological materials


�



RESEARCH DESIGN:


  __ Questions on harm to self or


        others


  __ Questions on illegal behavior


  __ Deception


  __ Human/computer interaction


  __ Collection and/or analysis of


       secondary data


OUTSIDE FUNDING:


Source ________________________________


�
�
                     		 	        -1-	











Project Title: Comparison of correction techniques for teaching sight words to students with moderate cognitive impairments








Please complete this cover page AND provide the Protocol information requested on the back of this form.  Forward this form and all supporting documents to the Office of Sponsored Programs, Compliance Department, MS 4C6.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact the Compliance Department at 703-993-4121.
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